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Citations and explanations 

x . Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: US-A-4652675 

D2: EP-A-0920894 

D3: US-A-4705624 

D4: EP-A-0175401 

D5: US-A-4383121. 

2 . Th e following remarks relate to PCT Article 6. 

2 a Although claims 1, 12 and 13 are drafted as separate 
independent claims, the, seem in fact to relate to 
the same subject matter, the only apparent 
dif£ erence being in the definitions of the sublet 
raa tter for which protection is sought. 

Th e claims are therefore not concise and fail to 
rae et the requirements of PCT Article 6. 
^thermore, it is not certain that the regu.remen 6 
Z PCT Rule 13.1 are satisfied (see point 3. below, . 

This objection could be overcome by the submission 
of a set of claims consisting of a single ^ 
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independent device claim, followed by dependent 
claims that relate to optional features. 

2.2 in claims 1, 12 and 13, the features "to which a 

material to be washed is supplied", "in which said 
material is washed" and "in which said material is 
melted" relate to a method for using the device, not 
to the definition of the device in terms of its 
technical features. Contrary to PCT Article 6, 
therefore, the intended restrictions are not clear 
from said claims . 

This objection could be overcome by replacing the 
above expressions with expressions such as "for the 
supply of a material to be washed", "for washing 
said material", or "for melting said material", 
respectively. 

2 3 in claim 3, the expression "preferably" does not 

restrict the scope of protection of said claim and 
the feature preceded by the term "preferably", 
namely "a filter (7) with a filtrate outlet (8)", 
must be considered entirely optional. 

2.4 in claim 7, the expression "an arbitrary relative 

cross-sectional area, being greater than 0% and less 
than 100%" does not restrict the scope of protection 
of the claim since said expression encompasses all 
flow resistance. 



2.5 



in claims 12 and 13, the first use of the term 
-region" in the expression "a [...] with the first 
region" lacks clarity because said expression 
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, •« U the term "or" renders the express.cn 
I» clarm 12. the ^ ^ previous 

, the washing devrce define I ^ ^ ^ 

claims" optional, in consequence, 
regarded as an independent clarm. 

, , .„ n is identical to the 
The subject matter of clarm 13 
first alternative of claim 12 . 

In daims ».». «- •*-;-nr^rr' 

and . of the - the 

scope of protection of sara. 
application, page 9. l " 3) " 

The folios remaps ^ 

clStv cannot be used for the purpose of 
delimitation over the prior art. 

„ nl ls considered to be the prior art 
Document Dl is con said 
closest to the subject matter of clarm 

— «-r;. "r:r.:». ^ 

parentheses relate u 

, ■ ..late to the expressions and term 
italxcs relate q) a 

la c* clarity, as set out xn point 
washing device (2), comprising- 
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_ a second region, in which said material is washed 

(column 3, lines 43-44 and 65-66); 
_ a third region in which the material is melted 

(column 3, lines 38-40; column 4, lines 2-6); and 
_ a flow resistor between the second region and the 

third region (Figure 1) , 
the second region being at least partly formed of a 
column (column 3, lines 57-59). 

Thus, the subject matter of claim 1 differs from 
said known washing arrangement in that the column 
has a diameter of at least 300 mm. 

The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
and said claim satisfies the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (2) . 

The problem addressed by the present invention can 
consequently be regarded as that of providing a wash 
column that can readily be adapted for large-scale 
use (see the application, page 7, lines 1-3). 

Document D2 discloses (the references relate to said 
document) a column that has a diameter of at least 
300 nm (see column 4, lines 44-49) . 

The problem addressed by claim 1, namely that of 
providing a wash column that can readily be adapted 
for large-scale use, is therefore already addressed 
and solved by D2 (see column 2, lines 28-32; 
lines 47-54, and, in consequence, the combinatron of 
features according to independent claim 1 is rendered 
obvious by the available prior art. 
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the provision of a wash 
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^ said documents cited m 
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international search report) . 
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document D5 . 
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3. 4 Document Dl ie also regar ^ ^ 13 

„ t-he subject matter 
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W ashed is supplied (oolun-n 3, lu» 
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. n m which said material is 
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cashed (column 3, lines 

•„n in which the material is 
a third region in ^ ^ 
m elted (column 3, lines 38 40, 
lines 2-6) ; and 

n the second region and 
_ a flow resistor between the 

the thir^eg^J^ 
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• t matter of claims 12 and 13 is therefore 
The sublet matter o require ments of 

novel and said claims satisfy 
S>CT Article 33 (21 . 

, addressed by the present invention can 
The problem addressea »i 

»ntlv be considered to be that of 
consequently oe c of product 

latently achieving a high rate of p 
consistently . page 8 , 

throughput (see page 3, line 
lines 24-26) . 

• t 2 and 13, the problem is solved 
wording to ^ « - ' r that u 

by the provision of reg . on 
crystal-conductively connected to a 

- n2 (the references relate to said 

Although document D2 (the that is 

doC ument, discloses a crysta . gene ^ 

— -conduct! vely conne = ^ in the ar t 
.column 7, line ,3 ^ J ^ problem 

wo uld not combine Dl and ^ q£ 

addressed by claims 12 and . t 

consistently achieving by D2 . 
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Thus, the subject matter of claims 12 and 13, 
involves an inventive step and, in consequence, 
said claims satisfy the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (3) . 

Dependent claims 2, 6, 7, 10 and 17-20 do not appear 
to contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which 
they refer back, meet the PCT requirements for 
inventive step. The reasons are as follows: 
the additional features of dependent claims 2, 6, 7, 
10 and 17-20 are known from document Dl and also 
from document D2 (see the passages of said documents 
cited in the international search report) . 

5. The combinations of features in dependent 
claims 3-5, 8, 9 and 11 are not known from the 
available prior art. 

6. Claims 14-16 are dependent on claims 12 or 13 and, 
thus, likewise satisfy the requirements of PCT 
Article 33 (3) . 

7. The following points should also be noted: 

7.1 The description is not consistent with the claims 
(PCT Rule 5.1 (a) (iii) ) - 

7.2 Contrary to PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , the description 
does not cite document Dl or indicate the relevant 
prior art disclosed therein. 
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Pursuant to PCT Rule 11.13 (m) , the same feature 
must be denoted by the same reference sign 
throughout the international application. This 
requirement is not satisfied in respect of reference 
sign 30 (see page 22, line 1 and page 23, line 11) . 
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